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[57] ABSTRACT 

An advanced software package for cost accounting and 
analysis, management reporting, performance assessment 
and decision support tool is described. The In$ite™ soft- 
ware package collects, organizes, manages and consolidates 
financial data and permits the standardized evaluation and 
comparison of different educational institutions. The soft- 
ware package implements the Finance Analysis Model For 
Education as a relational database for the efficient and 
cost-effective management of educational institutions. 

Financial data is organized into three dimensions: Functions, 
Programs and Locations. InSite has five Functions which 
are subdivided into 15 Subfunctions and fiirther divided into 
32 Detail Functions, each of which provides greater clarity 
of fund use. The Program Dimension of InSite permits the 
identification and determination of the costs of various 
special programs within the school system. The Organiza- 
tional (or Lx>cational) Dimension of lN$rrE comprises three 
levels: Expenses that are to be charged to the central 
location, to various school-sites, or to be retained as non- 
allocated expenses. lN$rrE also permits reporting of deci- 
sion-support data by school-site or cost-center. 

30 Claims, 50 Drawing Sheets 
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Detailed Description Text - DETX (14): 

IN$ITE is designed to analyze 100% of an educational institution's general 
ledger expenditures. An educational institution can choose to analyze budgeted 
figures or actual spending, depending on the institution's accounting cycle. 
Since the IN$ITE software can analyze either budgeted or actual expenditures, 
school management can use it to determine if a district is meeting budgeted 
targets. Thus in one aspect, the IN$ITE software of the present invention acts 
as an overlay to a general ledger program. 



Detailed Description Text - DETX (43): 

IN$ITE is an overlav program that "sits on top of a general ledger package. 
In one aspect, IN$ITE is a data mining tool that operates on a scrubbed version 
of the original input file. Using database management terminology, the 
original input file is the data warehouse. The data in the data warehouse is 
scrubbed for data mining using the mapping and the allocations engines of 
IN$ITE. Thus, the system and method of the present invention creates a 
standard for converting financial data from a general ledger package into a 
standardized format that may be easily and safely analyzed by data mining 
tools, such as data blades. 



Claims Text- CLTX (10): 

4. The method of claim 1 for cost accounting and analysis, management 
reporting, performance assessment and decision support, wherein said software 
program acts as an overlav on said General Ledger system or similar financial 
application program. 



Claims Text - CLTX (55): 
19. The system of claim 16 for cost accounting and analysis, management 
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reporting, performance assessment and decision support, wherein said software 
program acts as an overlay on said General Ledger system or similar financial 
application program. 
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